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Bayeux Tapestry
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Bayeux Tapestry is medieval embroidery depicting the Norman Conquest of England in
1066, remarkable as a work of art and important as a source for 11th-century history.

The tapestry is a band of linen 231 feet (70 metres) long and 19.5 inches (49.5 cm) wide,
now light brown with age, on which are embroidered, in worsteds of eight colours, more
than 70 scenes representing the Norman Conquest.

The story begins with a prelude to Harold’s visit to Bosham on his way to Normandy and
ends with the flight of Harold’s English forces from Hastings (October 1066); originally, the
story may have been taken further, but the end of the strip has perished.

Along the top and the bottom run decorative borders with figures of animals, scenes from
the fables of Aesop and Phaedrus, scenes from husbandry and the chase, and
occasionally scenes related to the main pictorial narrative. It has been restored more than
once, and in some details the restorations are of doubtful authority.
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The tapestry is of greater interest as a work of art. It is also important evidence for the
history of the Norman Conquest, especially for Harold’s relation to William before 1066; its
story of events seems straightforward and convincing, despite some obscurities. The
decorative borders have value for the study of medieval fables. The tapestry’s contribution
to knowledge of everyday life about 1100 is of little importance, except for military
equipment and tactics.
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Source of the text: britannica.com
Source of the images: various sites found with the help of Google



