Kate Yakovleva

Back to Culture Course

President

Do you want to be president of the United States of America? Maybe you can apply for the
job. Answer these three questions. Are you a U.S. citizen? Are you thirty-five years old or
older? Have you been a resident of the United States for fourteen years or longer? Did you
say "yes" to all three questions? Then you can take the first steps to the White House.

You become president for a term. A term is four years. You can only serve two terms. This
means that you can only be president twice. This became law in 1951. Before that, the law
was different. In fact, Franklin D. Roosevelt became president in 1933. He was still
president when he died in 1945. He was president for twelve years. No one was president
longer than he was.

The President, as chief executive, is the most important government figure. The president
negotiates foreign treaties and appoints government heads. He commands the armed
forces and sends and receives diplomatic officials. In effect, he makes foreign policy. As
head of the executive branch he sees to it that laws enacted by the legislature are carried
out. He is also the leader of his political party. The president and the vice-president are the
only officials chosen in a nation-wide election.

Presidents of the United States are very different people. Twenty-two were lawyers, four
soldiers, four farmers, four teachers, two writers, two businessmen, one engineer, one
tailor, and one actor. Eight of them did not have a college education.

Sources: Introducing the USA (Milada Broukal, Peter Murphy),
What it is like in the USA (Natalia Tokareva, Victor Peppard)
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