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Ernest Hemingway
1899-1961

Nobel Prize winner Ernest Hemingway is seen as one
of the great American 20th century novelists, and is
known for works like A Farewell to Arms and The Old
Man and the Sea.

Synopsis

Born on July 21, 1899, in Cicero (now in Oak Park),
lllinois, Ernest Hemingway served in World War | and
worked in journalism before publishing his story
collection In Our Time. He was renowned for novels
like The Sun Also Rises, A Farewell to Arms, For
Whom the Bell Tolls, and The OIld Man and the Sea,
which won the 1953 Pulitzer. In 1954, Hemingway won
the Nobel Prize. He committed suicide on July 2,
1961, in Ketchum, Idaho.

Early Life and Career

Ernest Miller Hemingway was born on July 21, 1899, in Cicero (now in Oak Park), lllinois.
Clarence and Grace Hemingway raised their son in this conservative suburb of Chicago,
but the family also spent a great deal of time in northern Michigan, where they had a cabin.
It was there that the future sportsman learned to hunt, fish and appreciate the outdoors.

In high school, Hemingway worked on his school newspaper, Trapeze and Tabula, writing
primarily about sports. Immediately after graduation, the budding journalist went to work
for the Kansas City Star, gaining experience that would later influence his distinctively
stripped-down prose style.

He once said, "On the Star you were forced to learn to write a simple declarative sentence.
This is useful to anyone. Newspaper work will not harm a young writer and could help him
if he gets out of it in time."
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Military Experience

In 1918, Hemingway went overseas to serve in World War | as an ambulance driver in the
Italian Army. For his service, he was awarded the Italian Silver Medal of Bravery, but soon
sustained injuries that landed him in a hospital in Milan.

There he met a nurse named Agnes von Kurowsky, who soon accepted his proposal of
marriage, but later left him for another man. This devastated the young writer but provided
fodder for his works A Very Short Story and, more famously, A Farewell to Arms.

Still nursing his injury and recovering from the brutalities of war at the young age of 20, he
returned to the United States and spent time in northern Michigan before taking a job at
the Toronto Star.

It was in Chicago that Hemingway met Hadley Richardson, the woman who would become
his first wife. The couple married and quickly moved to Paris, where Hemingway worked
as a foreign correspondent for the Star.

Life in Europe

In Paris, Hemingway soon became a key part of what Gertrude Stein would famously call
"The Lost Generation." With Stein as his mentor, Hemingway made the acquaintance of
many of the great writers and artists of his generation, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra
Pound, Pablo Picasso and James Joyce. In 1923, Hemingway and Hadley had a son,
John Hadley Nicanor Hemingway. By this time the writer had also begun frequenting the
famous Festival of San Fermin in Pamplona, Spain.

In 1925, the couple, joining a group of British and American expatriates, took a trip to the
festival that would later provided the basis of Hemingway's first novel, The Sun Also Rises.
The novel is widely considered Hemingway's greatest work, artfully examining the postwar
disillusionment of his generation.

Soon after the publication of The Sun Also Rises, Hemingway and Hadley divorced, due in
part to his affair with a woman named Pauline Pfeiffer, who would become Hemingway's
second wife shortly after his divorce from Hadley was finalized. The author continued to
work on his book of short stories, Men Without Women.

Critical Acclaim

Soon, Pauline became pregnant and the couple decided to move back to America. After
the birth of their son Patrick Hemingway in 1928, they settled in Key West, Florida, but
summered in Wyoming. During this time, Hemingway finished his celebrated World War |
novel A Farewell to Arms, securing his lasting place in the literary canon.



When he wasn't writing, Hemingway spent much of the 1930s chasing adventure: big-
game hunting in Africa, bullfighting in Spain, deep-sea fishing in Florida. While reporting on
the Spanish Civil War in 1937, Hemingway met a fellow war correspondent named Martha
Gellhorn (soon to become wife number three) and gathered material for his next novel, For
Whom the Bell Tolls, which would eventually be nominated for the Pulitzer Prize.

Almost predictably, his marriage to Pauline Pfeiffer deteriorated and the couple divorced.
Gellhorn and Hemingway married soon after and purchased a farm near Havana, Cuba,
which would serve as their winter residence.

When the United States entered World War Il in 1941, Hemingway served as a
correspondent and was present at several of the war's key moments, including the D-Day
landing. Toward the end of the war, Hemingway met another war correspondent, Mary
Welsh, whom he would later marry after divorcing Martha Gellhorn.

In 1951, Hemingway wrote The Old Man and the Sea, which would become perhaps his
most famous book, finally winning him the Pulitzer Prize he had long been denied.

Personal Struggles and Suicide
The author continued his forays into Africa and sustained several injuries during his
adventures, even surviving multiple plane crashes.

In 1954, he won the Nobel Prize in Literature. Even at this peak of his literary career,
though, the burly Hemingway's body and mind were beginning to betray him. Recovering
from various old injuries in Cuba, Hemingway suffered from depression and was treated
for numerous conditions such as high blood pressure and liver disease.

He wrote A Moveable Feast, a memoir of his years in Paris, and retired permanently to
Idaho. There he continued to battle with deteriorating mental and physical health.

Early on the morning of July 2, 1961, Ernest Hemingway committed suicide in his Ketchum
home.

Source of the text: biography.com



Henry Ford
1863-1947

Henry Ford is most famous for founding the Ford Motor
Company. Ford is still one of the world's largest producers
of cars including brands such as Ford, Lincoln, Mercury,
Volvo, Mazda, and Land Rover. Ford was a pioneer in
using the assembly line. This enabled his company to
manufacture cars on a large scale at a cheap price. For the
first time, cars were affordable for the average American
family.

Henry grew up in Greenfield Township, Michigan. His father
was a farmer and wanted Henry to take over the family
farm, but Henry had no interest in farming. He was much
more interested in machines and building things. He left home at the age of 16 and went to
Detroit to become an apprentice machinist.

The Assembly Line. It is often stated that Henry Ford invented the assembly line. This is
where a large number of products are made one step at a time as they pass down a line.
Using an assembly line allows for the mass production of products at a cheaper price than
trying to build an entire product one at a
time. What Henry Ford did was apply this
concept to the automobile and perfect it for
the mass production of cars at a much
lower price than current production
methods.

The Model T Ford. This was the original
car that Ford manufactured using the
assembly line process. It was revolutionary

in many ways, but primarily in its cost. It
was very cheap compared to competitive
cars and it was easy to drive and to repair. These features made it perfect for the middle
class American. Over 15 million Model T cars were made and, by 1918, over 50% of the
cars in America were Model Ts.

- Henry worked as an engineer at the Edison lllumination Company where he met Thomas
Edison. His first try at an automobile company was in collaboration with Thomas Edison
and was called the Detroit Automobile Company.

« Ford had Edison's last breath saved in a test tube and you can still see the test tube at
the Henry Ford Museum.

Source: ducksters.com



Walt Disney
1901-1966

“If you can dream it, you can do it.”

Walter Elias Disney was born on December 5, 1901 in Chicago
lllinois. After Walt’s birth, the Disney family moved to Marceline
Missouri, Walt lived most of his childhood here. He had very early
interests in art, he would often sell drawings to neighbors to make
extra money. He pursued his art career, by studying art and
photography by going to McKinley High School in Chicago.

During the fall of 1918, Disney attempted to enlist for military
service. Rejected because he was under age, only sixteen years
old at the time. Instead, Walt joined the Red Cross and was sent
overseas to France, where he spent a year driving an ambulance
and chauffeuring Red Cross officials. His ambulance was
covered from stem to stern, not with stock camouflage, but with Disney cartoons.

Once Walt returned from France, he began to pursue a career in commercial art. He
started a small company called Laugh-O-Grams, which eventually fell bankrupt. With his
suitcase, and twenty dollars, Walt headed to Hollywood to start anew.

After making a success of his "Alice Comedies," Walt became a recognized Hollywood
figure. In 1932, the production entitled Flowers and Trees (the first color cartoon) won Walt
the first of his studio’s Academy Awards. In 1937, he released The Old Mill, the first short
subject to utilize the multi-plane camera technique.

On December 21, 1937, Snow White and the Seven Dwatrfs, the first full-length animated
musical feature, premiered in Los Angeles. The film produced at the unheard cost of
$1,499,000 during the depths of the Depression, the film is still considered one of the great
feats and imperishable monuments of the motion picture industry. During the next five
years, Walt Disney Studios completed other full-length animated classics such

as Pinocchio, Fantasia, Dumbo, and Bambi.

Walt Disney’s dream of a clean, and organized amusement park, came true, as
Disneyland Park opened in 1955. Walt also became a television pioneer, Disney began
television production in 1954, and was among the first to present full-color programming
with his Wonderful World of Color in 1961.



