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Henry David Thoreau
1817-1862

One of America's most famous writers,
Henry David Thoreau is remembered for his
philosophical and naturalist writings. He was
born and raised in Concord, Massachusetts.
His father operated a local pencil factory,
and his mother rented out parts of the
family's home to boarders.

A bright student, Thoreau eventually went to
Harvard College (now Harvard University).
There he studied Greek and Latin as well as
German. He graduated from college in 1837
and struggled with what do to next. At the
time, an educated man like Thoreau might
pursue a career in law or medicine or in the
church. Other college graduates went into
education, a path he briefly followed. With
his brother John, he set up a school in 1838.
The venture collapsed a few years later.
Thoreau then went to work for his father for
atime.

After college, Thoreau befriended writer and fellow Concord resident Ralph Waldo
Emerson. Through Emerson, he became exposed to Transcendentalism, a school of
thought that emphasized the importance of empirical thinking and of spiritual matters over
the physical world. It encouraged scientific inquiry and observation. Thoreau came to know
many of the movement's leading figures, including Bronson Alcott and Margaret Fuller.

Emerson acted as a mentor to Thoreau and supported him in many ways. For a time,

Thoreau lived with Emerson as a caretaker for his home. Emerson also used his influence
to promote Thoreau's literary efforts. Some of Thoreau's first works were published in The
Dial, a Transcendentalist magazine. And Emerson gave Thoreau access to the lands that

would inspire one of his greatest works.
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Walden Pond

In 1845, Thoreau built a small home for himself on Walden Pond, on property owned by
Emerson. He spent more than two years there. Seeking a simpler type of life, Thoreau
flipped the standard routine of the times. He experimented with working as little as
possible rather than engage in the pattern of six days on with one day off. Sometimes
Thoreau worked as a land surveyor or in the pencil factory. He felt that this new approach
helped him avoid the misery he saw around him. "The mass of men lead lives of quiet
desperation," Thoreau once wrote.

His schedule gave him plenty of time to devote to his philosophical and literary interests.
Thoreau worked on A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers (1849). The book drew
from a boating trip he took with his brother John in 1839. Thoreau eventually started
writing about his Walden Pond experiment as well. Many were curious about his
revolutionary lifestyle, and this interest provided the creative spark for a collection of
essays. Published in 1854, Walden; or, Life in the Woods espoused living a life close to
nature. The book was a modest success, but it wasn't until much later that the book
reached a larger audience. Over the years, Walden has inspired and informed the work of
naturalists, environmentalists and writers.

While living at Walden Pond, Thoreau also had an encounter with the law. He spent a night
in jail after refusing to pay a poll tax. This experience led him to write one of his best-
known and most influential essays, "Civil Disobedience" (also known as "Resistance to
Civil Government"). Thoreau held deeply felt political views, opposing slavery and the
Mexican-American War. He made a strong case for acting on one's individual conscience
and not blindly following laws and government policy. "The only obligation which | have a
right to assume is to do at any time what | think right," he wrote.

Since its publication in 1849, "Civil Disobedience" has inspired many leaders of protest
movements around the world. This non-violent approach to political and social resistance
has influenced American civil rights movement activist Martin Luther King Jr. and
Mohandas Gandhi, who helped India win independence from Great Britain, among many
others.

Later Years

After leaving Walden Pond, Thoreau spent some time looking after Emerson's house while
he was on tour in England. Still fascinated with nature, Thoreau wrote down his
observations on plant and wildlife in his native Concord and on his journeys. He visited the
woods of Maine and the shoreline of Cape Cod several times.

Thoreau also remained a devoted abolitionist until the end of his life. To support his cause,
he wrote several works, including the 1854 essay "Slavery in Massachusetts." Thoreau
also took a brave stand for Captain John Brown, a radical abolitionist who led an uprising
against slavery in Virginia. He and his supporters raided a federal arsenal in Harpers Ferry
to arm themselves in October 1859, but their plan was thwarted. An injured Brown was
later convicted of treason and put to death for his crime. Thoreau rose to defend him with
the speech "A Plea for Capt. John Brown," calling him "an angel of light" and "the bravest
and humanest man in all the country."



In his later years, Thoreau battled an illness that had plagued him for decades. He had
tuberculosis, which he had contracted decades earlier. To restore his health, Thoreau went
to Minnesota in 1861, but the trip didn't improve his condition. He finally succumbed to the
disease on May 6, 1862. Thoreau was heralded as "an original thinker" and "a man of
simple tastes, hardy habits, and of preternatural powers of observation" in some of his
obituaries.

While other writers from his time have faded into obscurity, Thoreau has endured because
so much of what he wrote about is still relevant today. His writings on government were
revolutionary, with some calling him an early anarchist. Thoreau's studies of nature were
equally radical in their own way, earning him the moniker of "father of environmentalism."
And his major work, Walden, has offered up an interesting antidote to living in the modern
rat race.
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William Penn
1644-1718

William Penn was born on October 14, 1644 in
London, England. His father was an admiral in the
English navy and a wealthy landowner. While
William was growing up, England went through
some very turbulent times. King Charles | was
executed in 1649 and parliament took control of the
country. In 1660, the monarchy was reestablished
when Charles Il was crowned king.

The official religion of England at this time was the

Church of England. However, some people wanted

to join other Christian churches, such as the

Puritans and the Quakers. These other churches
were considered illegal and people could be put in
jail for joining them. The Quakers believed that there shouldn't be any religious rituals or
sacraments. They also refused to fight in any war, believed in religious freedom for all, and
were against slavery.

William Penn became a Quaker when he was twenty-two. It was not easy for him. He was
arrested for attending Quaker meetings, but was released because of his famous father.
However, his father was not happy with him and forced him out of the house. He became
homeless and lived with other Quaker families for a while.

Penn became famous for his religious writings in support of the Quaker faith. He was once
again put into prison. There he continued to write. Around this time, Penn's father became
ill. His father had grown to respect his son's beliefs and courage. He left Penn a large
fortune when he died.

With the conditions for Quakers getting worse in England, Penn came up with a plan. He
went to the king and proposed that the Quakers should leave England and have their own
colony in the Americas. The king liked the idea and gave Penn a charter for a large tract of
land in North America. At first the land was called Sylvania, which means "woods", but it
was later named Pennsylvania in honor of William Penn's father.

William Penn envisioned Pennsylvania to not only be a Quaker land, but also a free land.
He wanted freedom for all religions and a safe place for persecuted minorities to live. He
also wanted peace with the Native Americans and hoped they could live together as
"neighbors and friends."



Pennsylvania adopted a constitution called the Frame of Government. The government
had a parliament that consisted of two houses of leaders. These houses were to impose
fair taxes and to protect the rights of private property. The constitution guaranteed the
freedom of worship. Penn's constitution was considered a historical step towards
democracy in America.

In 1682, William Penn and around one hundred Quaker settlers arrived in Pennsylvania.
They established the city of Philadelphia. Penn had designed the city which had streets
laid out in a grid. The city and the colony was a success. Led by Penn, the new
government protected the rights of the citizens and maintained peace with the local Native
Americans. By 1684, there were around 4,000 people living in the colony.

Penn was only in Pennsylvania for two years before he traveled back to England in 1684
to resolve a border dispute with Lord Baltimore between Maryland and Pennsylvania.
While back in England, Penn ran into financial issues. At one point he lost the charter to
Pennsylvania and was thrown into debtor's prison.

In 1699, fifteen years later, Penn returned to Pennsylvania. He found a thriving colony
where people were free to worship their own religion. It wasn't long, however, before Penn
once again had to return to England. Unfortunately, he was plagued with business issues
for the rest of his life and died penniless.

William Penn died on July 30, 1718 in Berkshire, England from the complications of a
stroke. Although he died poor, the colony he founded went on to be one of the most
successful of the American colonies. The ideas he had for religious freedom, education,
civil rights, and government would pave the wave for the democracy and constitution of the
United States.

Some other facts about William Penn:

Quakers refused to take off their hats to their social superiors. When Penn refused to

take off his hat before the King of England many thought he would be killed. However,

the king laughed and took off his own hat.

« Penn required that Quaker grammar schools be available to all citizens. This created one
of the most literate and educated colonies in the Americas.

- The Quakers were one of the first groups to fight against slavery in America.

+ He was named an Honorary Citizen of the United States in 1984 by President Ronald

Reagan.
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Andy Warhol
1928-1987

Style: Pop Art, Modern Art

Famous works: Campbell's Soup Cans,
Moonwalk, Marilyn Monroe, Che, Eight
Elvises

Obsessed with celebrity, consumer culture,
and mechanical (re)production, Pop

artist Andy Warhol created some of the most
iconic images of the 20th century. As famous

for his quips as for his art — he variously
mused that “art is what you can get away
with” and “everyone will be famous for 15 minutes” — Warhol drew widely from popular
culture and everyday subject matter, creating works like his 32 Campbell's Soup

Cans, Brillo pad box sculptures, and portraits of Marilyn Monroe, using the medium of silk-
screen printmaking to achieve his characteristic hard edges and flat areas of color.

In 1961 Andy came up with the concept of
using mass-produced commercial goods in
his art. He called it Pop Art. He would use
commercial images and reproduce them
over and over. One early example of this

was a series on Campbell's Soup cans. In
one painting he had two hundred
Campbell's soup cans repeated over and

over. Andy often used silkscreen and
lithography to create his pictures.

Andy also used pictures of famous people.
He would repeat the same portrait over and
over, but use different colors and effects in
each picture. Some of the celebrities he had
as subjects include Marilyn Monroe, Che
Guevara, Mao Zedong, and Elizabeth
Taylor.

Andy Warhol opened a studio called "The
Factory". He not only worked on his art
there, but had large parties with wealthy and




famous people. It became one of the cool places to be in New York City. Andy was also
selling a lot of his art. Legacy Andy was a different kind of artist. While many artists
focused entirely on their art with no interest in personal fame or fortune, Andy wanted to be
rich and famous. Some artists accused him of making art in order to make money.
However, many of the images he created have become iconic in American culture. His
paintings have grown in value as well. One of his portraits called Eight Elvises sold for
$100 million in 2008.

Despite having made a lot of money off of his art, Andy can also be credited with bringing
art to the masses. He would mass produce prints of his art so it was affordable to
everyone.

« On one of his first jobs his name in the credits was
misspelled "Warhol" instead of "Warhola". Andy
liked the name and decided to keep it.

+ He was also interested in film and music. He
produced around 60 films and supported a band
called the Velvet Underground. One of his movies
was a 6 hour film of his friend sleeping called
Sleep.

« Andy was shot three times in the chest by feminist
Valerie Solanis and nearly died on June 3, 1968.
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